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Dear Ms Weisbecker
TIMBER HARVESTING - GREATER GLIDER

Thank you for your letter of 19 July 2019 to the Hon Lily D'Ambrosio MP, Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change about timber harvesting and the Greater Glider. As this matter is in
my area of responsibility, the Minister has asked that | respond on her behalf.

The Victorian Government takes the protection of our natural environment very seriously and
understands that Victoria’s forests are highly valued in the community. Our forests are managed for
multiple benefits such as the protection of the environment, recreation and forest-based industries.

Timber harvesting operations in State forests are permitted in Victoria, but they must be undertaken in
accordance with the legislative framework for timber harvesting. Key to this is the Code of Practice for
Timber Production 2014, and the Management Standards and Procedures for timber harvesting
operations in Victoria’s State forests 2014. These legislative instruments contain specific rules that
protect threatened species and other forest values.

The Greater Glider has been listed as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 by the Commonwealth Government and listed as threatened under
the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. In its final recommendation in support of the listing,
the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Scientific Advisory Committee identified a range of threats to the
Greater Glider. These included timbers harvesting along with bushfire, planned burning, drought,
predation and habitat fragmentation.

The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) is currently working to improve
the conservation status of the Greater Glider as a matter of priority.

Several initiatives include:

e Announced in March 2018, the immediate protection of approximately 2,500 hectares of high
environmental value forest in and around the Kuark Forest. About half of this area is old
growth forest and provides essential habitat for threatened species, including the Greater
Glider.

e Surveys for Greater Gliders across eastern Victoria, including in National Parks, as part of a
landscape scale survey program which is gathering new data to support Regional Forest
Agreement modernisation.

e Surveys for the Greater Glider in the Strathbogie Ranges undertaken by the Arthur Rylah
Institute to improve understandings of the population in this area.

e The Forest Protection Survey Program which aims to detect threatened species, including the
Greater Glider, in coupes planned for timber harvesting in state forests. This program began
operating on 1 July 2018 and has since surveyed over 390 coupes in eastern Victoria.
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As you have also noted, there are currently no coupes proposed for timber harvesting in the
Strathbogie Ranges. The recently amended Timber Release Plan (TRP) removed ten coupes from the
Strathbogie Ranges, retaining only three already-harvested coupes to facilitate any required
regeneration activities only. Any future proposed amendment to the TRP would require consultation
with DELWP, stakeholders and the community. Further information on the current TRP inclusive of
recent amendments, is available on the VicForests website: http://www.vicforests.com.au/planning-
1/timber-release-plan-1/approved-timber-release-plan-april-2019.

Thank you again for writing.
Yours sincerely
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Vivienne Clare

Executive Director
Policy and Planning
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